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This second term course continued to focus on oral communication, specifically speaking and listening skills. The textbook was Interchange 1 ( Cambridge), which
included functional and grammatical targets in a variety of contexts. The students engaged in active learning exercises, including dialogue practice, information gap

activities, listening challenges, and extensive role plays.
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Students were assessed on 4 criteria ( passive participation 30%,active participation 30%, homework 20%, and a final test 20%). The majority of assessment criteria
focused on showing evidence of incremental improvements in oral communication skills. The majority of students in this course earned a grade in the 80-89 range.
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Students showed progress in their interest and attitude towards English. Students are almost always quite eager to have an opportunity to experience active
learning exercises and apply English in real world contexts. The specific skills acquired were both functional, in terms of basic vocabulary use and common
grammar patterns, and attitudinal, in terms of new approaches to learning and basic life skills. As a result, students acquired new knowledge and understanding in

this course (DP1).
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My main goal for the next academic year will be to successfully transition the Nutrition Department to the curriculum and textbooks currently used in the English
and Tourism Departments. This will include integrating relevant exercises and activities to the new curriculum and creating new assessment tools.
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Improving evaluation and assessment methods requires constant updating to fit changing institutional and faculty objectives, specific course objectives, and the
limitations set by class size and individual class dynamics. The following changes take these considerations into account.
Increasing the number of pages in the class workbook devoted to the “Skills” course. Ideally, these pages would match the number of classes in the term (15

pages). Streamlining and improving the use of class workbooks to encourage careful note taking and completion of homework will improve the accuracy of individual
assessment and keep students focused on clear objectives for each class.
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In the second semester of this Oral English course we,used the textbook “Four Corners: Book 17, and the focus was on buildin g students skills in English. Each
unit of the textbook covered a different topic, and it took 2—-3 weeks to complete the units. We worked on vocabulary building, and how to use that vocabulary
effectively. We also worked on the four skills of reading, listening, writing, and speaking. In the second semester we focused more on the speaking exercises.
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Again this semester students were able to achieve a fairly high level of progress. Sttudents continued to improve in writing simples sentences and by the end of
the semsester the sentences were noticably better. Most students could use and respond to classroom English confidently by the end of the final semester.
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Again | believe the course was fully able to accomplish the goal of DP1-1 as the students enjoyed working with each other and have begun to make more progress

in making themselves understood in English. They have enjoyed singing English songs and learning about English speaking cultures.
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The students seemed very interested in English and are motivated to learn. At first they were hesitant to try to use their limited Englsih but after gaining their
trust, the students seemed to open up and be more willing to try. In the second semester we hope to make even more progress.
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This was a class of non—English majors in their first year. Levels of the students varied widely from barely functional to reasonably competent (around TOEIC 400
probably). They were a hard working class of students, but because of the level, the textbook “Four Corners — Level 1” was chosen. This textbook is useful as
recovery resource, helping students relearn much of what they have forgotten since leaving high school. Class times were spent mainly in the textbook, doing the
grammar activities, vocabulary learning, listening exercises, and dialogue practice. We also spent some time doing presentation and skit writing activities to get

them familiar with more authentic styles of English.
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This class has one very clear DP outcome goal — increasing knowledge and understanding. To a degree we achieved this goal. Assessment was completed using
the following criteria: Classwork and participation (25%), Performance (40%), Attendance (15%), and Final Test (20%). The performance assessment was from two
oral presentations, plus regular unit tests. Out of the 25 students, 5 achieved an “S” grade, 15 an “A” grade, and 5 a “B” grade. All students achieved passing

grades in this class.
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The goal of DP1 was partially achieved. Some students did very well, while others couldnt keep up with the material. There are two hurdles to overcome — one
being that none of the students are English majors, so this is a required course that they often have little interest in. The second — related to the first — is that
their English level is extremely low in many cases.
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Starting in 2016 [ am giving the students a lot more scaffolding support. Use of the 531 Active Learning Place gives us more freedom to teach in different ways.
We are doing a lot of supplementary activities to help them with the target concepts. We are also doing a lot more vocabulary building with the hope that this will

give them more tools to work with. These students are overloaded with homework and assignments from their other courses, so we need to be careful about what
is given as self-study.
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No major changes in the next year, though we will focus more on ongoing assessment instead of a large final test.
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