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This course expects students to use the skills they developed in Years 1 and 2 to explore the areas of Active Learning, Student—Centred Learning, and Critical
Thinking. The course has 5 parts. The first part introduces the concept of Active Learning. The other 4 parts have the students research topics of interest to
them while exploring in more details the 3 areas mentioned earlier. They are expected to work autonomously in groups and to evaluate themselves and their peers

in the process.
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The students were generally well prepared for the class activities, having done significant research for the topics. Although the student-centred activities were
expected to offer more of a challenge for the students, most of them stood up to the challenge. Of all the areas this is probably the one that needs the most work

on their part.
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DP1: Students were required to use the skills they have learned in Years 1 & 2, plus do adequate research for the various topics. They handled this well. DP2:
This area could use some improvement. Some of the students were very passive about organising, planning and preparing for group activities. DP3: Generally, the
students worked very well and achieved great results. DP5: The students developed their general English skills well.




6. BEDEHALZDOMLIZDONT

E%giﬁ?()‘;léfl,\f@EE?quﬂﬁ&U&%?%%Eb{ﬁJéfg%li&%ﬁ%’i’% Some more preparatory activities need to be included in the initial stages of the course for the students to better understand the benefits of the program.
IHRLLLESD,

Ftz, FEMLOBRISOVNTIE, BEITHELT, ShLICEEEHRLIEZS

(A

<@BEIFMOIEE>

MREOEOFHE I MFE EOFHE I FEO-HDEHRAAITKER, 1>
S—rIrHAIFEDERGE

7. BAERRHE S R EFEEICA T TORE
ERKIRORERHREREEBRLIZSL,

This course is primarily based on self— and peer—evaluation. The students, in general, have been quite proficient at this, although some more direction could be
provided so as to improve this element further.
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Students were able to follow the directions and thing about and write their own speeches and preform them without difficulty for the most part. Students had
enough time to prepare their speeches. Some students didn't e—mail their speeches in a timely matter. In the future I want to plan the timing of the class better.
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Students were asked to assess their own speeches as well as those of their classmenates. Most of the grade was derived from the actual performance of their
speeches. Also they were evealuated on their research skills as well as constructing the speech.
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Students were able to state their own opinion, brainstorm their ideas,write a speech and deliver their speech in class. About 80% of the class could do the tast but

some students didn't complete task or come on time.
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o=yl The student comments I received were quite positive. I think next semester I need to be more strict with time deadlines. Students wait till the last minute to send
“HRLLT=ZELY, their speeches and that results in no practice time. I have been teaching this class for twenty five years so I now pretty much understand and can handle the
Eo, PENSOBRICOVTI, BEISHLT, ShOLEEESRLGE | o P P € yivey pretty
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Overall I don't invision any major changes in the Public Speaking class. I would like to focus more on fluency as the final goal of this class. If students can speak in
good English for three minutes, they can gain the confidence and skill they need to speak fluent English
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In this Oral English course,used the textbook “Four Corners: Book 1”7, and the focus was on buildin g students skills in English. Each unit of the textbook covered a
different topic, and it took 2-3 weeks to complete the units. We worked on vocabulary building, and how to use that vocabulary effectively. We also worked on the
four skills of reading, listening, writing, and speaking
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Students were assessed on 5 criteria (Attendance 15%, Classwork 25%, Presentations 30%, Final test 20%, and e—Learning 10%). All students scored well in all areas.
For the final assessment, grades ranged from 87% to 95% with an average of 91.06%. In CHleru e—Learning, all students except 3 reached their monthly targets of
300 miles, and in Word Engine 200 correct responses each week. The 3 students who didn't reach the goals still achieved over 80% of the goals. In Word Engine,
analysis of the data shows that students learned an average of 285.68 new words (range 95 — 619)
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Oral English showed a strong attitude towards learning, so I felt both DP3 and DP4 were achieved. There were no problems with absences, participation in class
was always strong, and homework was generally done. For DP1 and DP5, although we focused a lot on building their basic skills, particularly in vocabulary, many
students did not make significant gains. The main reason for this was probably that they started with extremely weak skills in all areas, so have many hurdles to
cross. This will be our focus in the coming years.
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Some new goals are: 1. A stronger focus on vocabulary building, with students being given a word list to master at the beginning of the semester using the online
programme “Quizlet” 2. Creation of more supplementary material for all teachers to use in their classes. These would be available in our Moodle CMS. 3. More
performance—style activities and assessment tools so students have greater opportunities to communicate in English. 4. A more robust assessment system that
evaluates their skills and knowledge, as opposed to the current system which focuses too much on attitude and class performance. 5. Extension sessions after
school or during summer vacation to help students who are falling behind other students.

7. BAERRHE S R EFEEICA T TORE

ERKIRORERHREREEBRLIZSL,

As stated in #6 above, we need a better system of assessment which better reflects their true ability and progress. Students need to be given a clear set of goals
we wish them to achieve, and these would include 1. A set of “I can-*+” targets for each unit of work, 2. A definitive set of vocabulary items to master, and 3.
Performance tasks with clearly defined assessment criteria. Although we don’t wish to get into a similar system of assessment driven instruction as can be found
in high schools, we do need our assessment tools to more accurately reflect the progress of each student.
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My preparation or the students? I don't understand--+ The students’ preparation was OK for most, but a few did very little. Some just copied the answers out of
the textbook of their friend just before class. I don’t know how they did on their e-learning and in the skills classes, but I would have liked them to prepare better.
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Most of the students did well and did make good progress. Only one or two performed unsatisfactorily. On the above evaluations I would say that DP3 and 4 were

quite good for the class as a whole, but DP1 and 5 were not as good.
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The students worked very hard in class for the most part. [ had only one student that I felt was not even trying to do her best, but instead was just struggling to
stay awake most of the time. In the class the students were very active and completed all the activities robustly! DP3 and 4 were pretty good, DP1 and 5 were

partially achieved, but not really to a high level.
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As a part time teacher the goals of the classes are set by the school’s full time staff. They do meet with us and discuss these, but we don’s really set the goals.
In general, I have found the goal to be very ambitious+ That's better than being too easy, but there is so much to cover in the textbook that it's difficult to really

spend time on a lesson point and master it. The students also have e-learning and presentations and summer assignments, etc. The full time teachers take care
of most of this, but still it's a very ambitious program.

7. BAERRHE S R EFEEICA T TORE
ERKIRORERHREREEBRLIZSL,

Again, what do you mean? The evaluation of the students is set by the department. Attendance, test scores, in class participation and so on. A score is given in
each area and the final evaluation comes out--*
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This course is divided into two sections: Skills and Communication. For my classes, I taught “Communication”. We used the textbook “iTalk” (MacMillan Language
House) which offers students many chances to communicate using English in fairly authentic situations. During each lesson, students had ample opportunities to
create conversations, question and answer each other, practice listening, and perform presentations. In addition, all students took part in two e—learning
programmes: CHleru, for developing general skills, and Word Engine, for building vocabulary.
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Students did well in all assessment areas (attendance, classwork, presentations, final test, and e-Learning).
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In this class, the students worked hard and showed a strong attitude towards learning, so I felt both DP3 and DP4 were achieved. There were no problems with
absences, participation in class was always strong, and homework was generally done. For DP1 and DP5, although we focused a lot on building their basic skills,
particularly in vocabulary, many students did not make significant gains. The main reason for this was probably that they started with extremely weak skills in all

areas, so have many hurdles to cross. This will be our focus in the coming years.
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Our goals for the next academic year include: 1. A stronger focus on vocabulary building, with students being given a word list to master at the beginning of the
semester using the online programme “Quizlet” 2. Creation of more supplementary material for all teachers to use in their classes. These would be available in our
Moodle CMS. 3. More performance—style activities and assessment tools so students have greater opportunities to communicate in English. 4. A more robust
assessment system that evaluates their skills and knowledge, as opposed to the current system which focuses too much on attitude and class performance. 5.
Extension sessions after school or during summer vacation to help students who are falling behind other students.

7. BAERRHE S R EFEEICA T TORE

ERKIRORERHREREEBRLIZSL,

As stated in #6 above, we need a better system of assessment which better reflects their true ability and progress. Students need to be given a clear set of goals
we wish them to achieve, and these would include 1. A set of “I can-*+” targets for each unit of work, 2. A definitive set of vocabulary items to master, and 3.
Performance tasks with clearly defined assessment criteria. Although we don’t wish to get into a similar system of assessment driven instruction as can be found
in high schools, we do need our assessment tools to more accurately reflect the progress of each student.
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The aim of this course was to help students increase their ability to read in English. This involved having students do regular timed reading practice in the
classroom to build reading speed and confidence in reading. Outside of class, students were expected to engage in regular reading homework, with the goal being to
read at least 15 books or around 25,000 words at minimum over 15 weeks. Reading process was tracked by recording word per minute rates for in—class reading,
and by using the Moodle Reader system to record and track out—-of-class progress.
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Class assessment was heavily weighted towards the outside class reading component of the course (40%) with the final test contributing 30%, and a couple of small
projects and class performance making up the remainder of the grade. Students received weekly feedback on their reading progress, along with guidance and
opportunities to improve their performance if they seemed at risk of failing. Final results were variable, with 4 students failing the course due mainly to not having
completed the required reading component, along with demonstrating a lack of the overall reading skills required to successfully complete the course.
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The course is quite demanding for the students, but overall the level of participation and commitment is high, with few to no absences and a clear understanding
and commitment towards doing the required out—of—class reading necessary to successfully complete the course. As with previous years, students tended to
initially approach the course goals with quite low expectations, demonstrating quite negative opinions about their ability to engage in sustained reading of material
of substantial length. However, as they worked through the course and were, for the most part, able to see positive changes in their reading skills, this tended to
lead to increased perceptions of reading efficacy and increased confidence regarding ability to meet or exceed the required course outcomes. The reality is,
however, that the students are entering the course with very low levels of reading ability, and seem to have had little experience in reading long texts in either
English or Japanese. They do seem aware of this weakness, and are willing to try and improve this aspect of their English. There are also some issues related to
the online system used for tracking reading progress, as some of the books available for the students in the library are not yet entered into the online database,
making it difficult to track progress in reading these particular books.
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The overall goal for future courses is to continue to work on increasing reading fluency, and self-efficacy for reading. A large part of this involves making things
easier for students to access and read books at a suitable level, and for both the instructor and student to easily track students’ progress. We are currently trailing
a new online—based reading system that offers some significant benefits in this area, and have seen quite positive levels of acceptance of this system by the

students. While quite a lot of time in class has been spent on building up reading speed, there are still issues with limited comprehension of texts, so more focus on
such areas as vocabulary building are necessary and will be introduced in future classes.
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The course is very much focused on attaining certain goals — reading X number of words, or X number of books, but at the same time demonstrating
comprehension of the material being read. For some students, the latter part of the goal is overlooked, and they focus on only attaining the numerical outcomes.
Overcoming this kind of attitude is a challenge for the future. Secondly, finding a way to help students who are unwilling to engage in the out—of—class reading
component of the course is important, as these students invariably are unable to successfully complete the required outcomes.
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Assessment for the course was predominately based around students’ capacity to engage in discussion activities, showing a willingness to express their opinions,
work with others to reach consensus on discussion points, and show the ability to reflect critically on ideas of others, either verbally or through written exercises.
Overall, student performance in the class was at a high level. 42% of the class received a final grade of between 70 — 80% while 38% achieved a grade over 80%. Of
the remaining students, their lower grades were due to problems with attendance or not completing the required work.
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Students were focussed on the course content and generally tried to contribute to the class discussions. They tended to need more preparation time than I would
have preferred which slowed down the class progress somewhat, but generally came up with good results.

Class attendance was a bit of a problem early in the course, as was completion of homework, but once students realised the need to participate and do the
required out—of—-class work for the class, these problems lessened.

There were some issues with class dynamics related to problems with relationships between students. This was not apparent to me at first, but as the class was
focussed on pair and group work activities, it did lead to some problems and complaints from class members.

Overall however, it seems students were satisfied with both the class content, and their performance in the class, something I also felt was at a satisfactory level.




6. BEDEHALZDOMLIZDONT

BEROEDHHICONTOBEH ERVHAERENHOGEEREFREZH
HIZERLLESLY,

Ftz, FEMSOBRITOVTIE, BEICHLT, IHLITEEESRLLZE
L

<M DIEE>
MREOEOFHE I MFE EOFHE I FEO-HDEHRAAITKER, 1>
S—rIrHAIFEDERGE

Goals for the next academic year include: A more robust assessment system that evaluates better evaluates individual contributions to discussion activities, rather
than focussing more on group dynamics and outcomes.

Providing students with an outline of the work expected of them and how this will be assessed, & making deadlines known, well in advance of due dates.
Giving students more opportunities to redo work if is at a low standard along with guidance on how they can raise the quality of their work.
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As stated in #6 above, we need a better system of assessment which better reflects their true ability and progress. Students need to be given a clear set of goals
we wish them to achieve, and these would include 1. A set of “I can-*+” targets for each unit of work, 2. A definitive set of vocabulary items to master, and 3.
Performance tasks with clearly defined assessment criteria. It is also important for students to realise that the class, as a discussion class, requires collaboration
and cooperation, and that they need to understand that failure to cooperate will influence not just their outcomes, but general class outcomes, too.
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This course focuses on two main points: basic grammar review and writing construction. The first part of the course reviews basic grammar while getting students
to write correct sentences using the unit’ s grammar point and topic. The second part of the course continues reviewing grammar, but with more importance being
put on proper paragraph and essay construction.
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The students were generally able to complete the activities. Occasionally the homework wasn’ t completed in a timely manner and this led to delays in progress.
The first part of the course was better understood than the second part. They struggled to clearly understand the paragraph and essay construction elements.
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The first part of the course requires them to revisit their understanding of grammar Although the students for the most part tried hard to understand the material,
they struggled with the second part of the course. Achieving a solid understanding of paragraph and essay construction remained elusive to most of the students
although they did try hard to understand the concepts presented. This may require some tweaks to the course so that they can get a stronger base before moving
on to the next stage.
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The assessment of the course seems to be sufficient at this point. The problem lies more in the students’ understanding of the material as pointed out above.
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